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Rationale for LCA



Why study LCA in DCC?

 LCA is a recognised qualification

 Work Experience – 3 sessions (2weeks each)

 Practical and Vocational based timetable

 Continuous assessment

 Increased individual teacher assistance and pastoral support

 Varied Teaching methodologies (pair/group work)

 Interview and presentation skills used extensively throughout 

the course.

 Smaller Class sizes
 Final exams are not 100% Written Assessments



What is studied?

There are 3 sections to the LCA course

1.Vocational preparation

2.Vocational education (specialisms)

3.General education



1.    Vocational Preparation 

English & Communication this looks at preparing for work (CV, letters 
etc); language skills for business; media; novel; play; short story; film. 

• Vocational Preparation & Guidance this subject covers Job search; 
Enterprise; Community work; Careers Education 

• Work Experience with Career Guidance



LCA Work Experience

• 3 Work Experience placements over the 2 Years

• 2 Placements in 5th Year and 1 Placement in 6th Year

• All 2 week blocks

• Really important students are supported in finding 
suitable placements of real interest to them.



2.   Vocational Education

Mathematical Applications 

Budgeting; Invoices; Household bills; VAT; 
Payslips; Measurements 

Information & Communication Computer skills 
Word processing, spreadsheets, databases; 
Graphics; New technologies 

Specialisms

1. Graphics and Construction Studies

2. Hotel Catering & Tourism



The LCA Curriculum

All LCA students study the following subjects:

• Vocational Preparation and Guidance

• English and Communication

• Mathematical Applications

• ICT

• Arts Education

• Social Education

• Gaeilge Chumarsáideach - Conversational Irish – 5th Year

• Modern Language – 6th Year

• Leisure and Recreation

2 Vocational Specialism Options 

These vary every year depending on the

interests and needs of our students.

They can include 2 of the following:

• Technology

• Childcare/Community Care

• Graphics and Construction 

Studies

• Agriculture/Horticulture

• Hotel Catering and Tourism

• Hair and Beauty

• Office Administration and 

Customer Care

• Active Leisure Studies

• Information and Communications 

Technology

• Engineering

Specialism Chosen : Graphics & Construction 
Studies & Hotel Catering & Tourism

Electives in 5th Year: Active Leisure Studies & 
Agriculture/Horticulture

Electives in 6th Year: Information Communication 
and Technology (ICT) & Engineering



3.  General Education 

• Social Education

Understanding your community; Contemporary issues (Task); 

Taking Charge (banking, insurance, renting etc.) 

• Languages 

Gaeilge - Conversation skills; Culture; History of the language;

Modern Foreign Language - Conversation skills; Useful French (travel  

arrangements, directions, food); Greetings; 

• Arts Education

Visual Arts/Music 

•   Leisure and Recreation (PE)

Outdoor education (hill walking, camping, orienteering, climbing), 

fitness plans; coaching (swimming, football); health & safety in

sport.



Electives - 2 each year.

Agriculture/Horticulture ICTActive Leisure Studies Engineering



Continuous 
Assessment

Total 200 credits 
(100%)





Mock interviews -
to prepare them 
for the Task 
interviews 









The LCA can 
lead to further 
progression in 
education. 



A big advantage to the LCA is that I 
was able to apply for college outside 
of the regular CAO process. I was 
offered a place on a course in travel 
and tourism industry Inchicore 
college of Further Education back in 
February. I did an interview with 
them and I was just delighted when I 
got in. Coming up to the final exams, 
it’s just amazing to have my college 
place in the bag.

What students have said…..


